Evaluation of serum and pleural levels of soluble B7-H4 in lung cancer patients with pleural effusion.
To evaluate the diagnostic value of sB7-H4 and CEA in both serum and pleural effusion of lung cancer patients. Levels of sB7-H4 and CEA in 90 patients with malignant pleural effusion due to lung cancer and 58 patients with benign pleural effusion were measured by ELISA. The sB7-H4 and CEA levels in pleural effusion, serum and their ratio (F/S) were higher in lung cancer group than that in benign group (p < 0.01). The diagnostic efficiency of sB7-H4 combined CEA was superior to either sB7-H4 or CEA. Measurement of sB7-H4 and CEA might be useful diagnostic value for malignant effusion.